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23 But these three men, Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego, fell into the midst of the 
furnace of blazing fire still tied up. 

24 Then Nebuchadnezzar the king was astounded and stood up in haste; he said to 
his high officials, “Was it not three men we cast bound into the midst of the fire?” 
They replied to the king, “Certainly, O king.” 

25 He said, “Look! I see four men loosed and walking about in the midst of the fire 
without harm, and the appearance of the fourth is like a son of the gods!” 
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If you ever have attended Sunday School or 
Vacation Bible School the story of Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abed-nego is legendary. 15-16 years 
prior to this event, King Nebuchadnezzer has 
received a fabulous dream from God. In his dream 
he is shown all of the major political epochs of the 
world. This era is called the "time of the gentiles." 
It began at the time that Nebuchadnezzer received 
this dream, and it continues down to the end of 
times when Jesus will come back and will destroy 
any vestiges left of human power on the earth, and 
He will establish His own kingdom and He will rule without end. 
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Nebuchadnezzer took this gift of a dream and he perverted it. 
He built a statue to himself and to his own glory. Then he 
commanded that all people of influence in the world bow 
down to this image. The penalty for not bowing down was 
death by being burned alive in a fire. When Nebuchadnezzer 
learned that Hannaniah, Azariah, and Mishael (Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abed-nego) refused he had them arrested and 
he told them their fate. 


Remember from last week that they told him that they were certain that God could 
deliver them, but EVEN IF He didn't, they still refused to serve the Babylonian gods 


or bow down to the statue. We spent time last week examining our own hearts to 
see if we have an "Even If" kind of faith. We also looked at gods we might be serving 
today. Remember I suggested that we each look at our checkbook, our day planner, 
and our keyboard to figure out where our time, talents, and treasure are spent. 
Where do we spend out time, talent, and treasure? Remember Jesus said, 1) "For 
where your treasure is there also shall your heart be." (Matt 6:21) 
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So today we take up with verse 19 of our text. 


19 Then Nebuchadnezzar was filled with wrath, and 
his facial expression was altered toward Shadrach, 
Meshach and Abed-nego. He answered by giving 
orders to heat the furnace seven times more than it 
was usually heated. 


Nebuchadnezzer is angry (the Hebrew text says his face is distorted) and he wants 
to show what happens to those who defy him. He orders the furnace to be heated to 
"7 times" more than usual. That is an aramaic expression meaning "as hot as it can 
be heated". But remember also that the number 7 is God's perfect number. God 
intends to show His perfect deliverance in the most extreme and hottest of fires. 
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We continue: 


20 He commanded certain valiant warriors 
who were in his army to tie up Shadrach, 
Meshach and Abed-nego in order to cast them 
into the furnace of blazing fire. 

21 Then these men were tied up in their 
“trousers, their coats, their caps(lit: Turbans) 
and their other clothes, and were cast into the 
midst of the furnace of blazing fire. 

22 For this reason, because the king’s command was “urgent and the furnace had 
been made extremely hot, the flame of the fire slew those men who carried up 
Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego. 


So Nebuchadnezzer had warriors tie the three up and ordered them to throw them 
into the fire. The king's orders were so urgent that these warriors didn't have time 
to clothe themselves for protection and the text tells us that the fire killed the men 
carrying them to the furnace, and then the text tells us that the Hebrew men "fell 
into the middle of the fire. " 


A miracle happens: 
24 Then Nebuchadnezzar the king was astounded and stood up in haste; he said to 
his high officials, “Was it not three men we cast bound into the midst of the 


fire?” They replied to the king, “Certainly, O king.” 
25 He said, “Look! I see four men loosed and walking about in the midst of the 
fire without harm, and the appearance of the fourth is like a son of the gods!” 
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Church, what is going on here? Who was in 
the fire with them? Sholars have debated 
this for the last 2500 years. 


"A majority of Jewish scholars have identified 
this person as an angel. For example, Slotki 
remarks, “The Talmud asserts that it was the 
archangel Gabriel (Pes. 118a, b). [they 
explain] “The expression is used in the 
[Babylonian] inscriptions where it designates 
the members of the divine court.”? 


But I'm here to tell you this morning that it was 2) most likely the 2nd Person of the 
Trinity that appeared. We are most likely looking at a pre-incarnate Jesus. Look 
carefully at the text. It says, "the fourth is like a son of the gods." This speaks to 
something of a divine nature. 


Nebuchadnezzer uses the aramaic word "Elahin" which is close to the Hebrew word 
"Elohim". That can mean plural for Gods but it usually means the single God that 
encompasses all. That is the word used in Genesis 1:1 "In the beginning God (Elohim) 
created the heavens and the earth." Let me now read the rest of the text. 


26 Then Nebuchadnezzar came near to the door of the furnace of blazing fire; he 
responded and said, “Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego, come out, you 
servants of the Most High God, and come here!” Then Shadrach, Meshach and 
Abed-nego came out of the midst of the fire. 

27 The satraps, the prefects, the governors and the king’s high officials gathered 
around and saw in regard to these men that the fire had no effect on the bodies 
of these men nor was the hair of their head singed, nor were their ‘trousers 
damaged, nor had the smell of fire even come upon them. 

28 Nebuchadnezzar responded and said, “Blessed be the God of Shadrach, 
Meshach and Abed-nego, who has sent His angel and delivered His servants 
who put their trust in Him, violating the king’s command, and yielded up their 
bodies so as not to serve or worship any god except their own God. 

29 “Therefore I make a decree that any people, nation or tongue that speaks 
anything offensive against the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego shall 


1 New American Standard Bible: 1995 update. (1995). (Da 3:24-25). LaHabra, CA: The 
Lockman Foundation. 
2 The New American Commentary - Daniel 


be torn limb from limb and their houses reduced to a rubbish heap, inasmuch 
as there is no other god who is able to deliver in this way.” 

30 Then the king caused Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego to prosper in the 
province of Babylon.’ 
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From the Christian perspective, we know 
that the pre-incarnate Christ did appear to 
individuals in the Old Testament. This is 
what scholars call a "Christophony". 
Remember God is Spirit yet we see Him 
"walking in the garden of Eden." We see a 
fiery bush with a voice that comes out of 
it. We see Abraham having an encounter 
with a mysterious person who has no name 
and no geneology. , In Hebrew He is called "The Righteous King" Melech Zadeck.... we 
mistranslate and think He has a name, and that His name is Melchizedek.. We see a pillar 
of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night directing the children of Israel in the Exodus. 
These are physical manifestations of God. 


The New American Commentary says that "most likely the fourth man in the fire was the 
angel of the Lord, God himself in the person of his Son Jesus Christ, a view held by many 
expositors. It is certainly true that when believers go through fiery trials Christ is with 
them. The three Hebrews experienced literally the promise, 3) 'When you walk through 
the fire, you will not be burned; the flames will not set you ablaze" (Isa 43:2).4 
Perhaps the prophet Isaiah was prophesying of this very event. 


So where does that leave us today? Why did God preserve this fabulous account for us to 
read 2,400 years later? 


Brothers and sisters 4) if you've done any living at all, you have found yourself in as 
hopeless a situation as Hannaniah, Azariah, and Mishael found themselves in the midst 
of this fire. Everyone in this room has either experienced tragedy or you will experience 
tragedy. Those are the fiery trials of life. 


You all have been plagued by some situation that wakes you up at 2am. You lay in your 
bed and you wonder, "How am I going to make it through this one?" "How am I going to 
survive this trial before me." I remember many years ago becoming so desperate with 
my struggling company that after months of a downward spiral I knew I was near 
bankruptcy. I began to figure out how to liquidate everything that I owned. Finally one 


3 New American Standard Bible: 1995 update. (1995). (Da 3:19-30). LaHabra, CA: 
The Lockman Foundation. 

4 Miller, S. R. (1994). Daniel (Vol. 18, pp. 123-124). Nashville: Broadman & Holman 
Publishers. 


night I woke up at 2 am. I went into my living room and I took down a prayer shawl my 
dad had given me, and I said to the Lord, "Lord, none of this matters any more, and if 
you are going to take it all would You please preserve my name.? Lord, I just want to be 
right where you want me to be, and I ask you to preserve me from bankruptcy and from 
losing my good name." 


When we learn God's Word and we begin to apply it, 5) we take God's promises and 


turn them into testimonies. I learned to recite the words of James the brother of Jesus 
who said, 
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2 Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters,[a] whenever you face trials of many 
kinds, 3 because you know that the testing of your faith produces perseverance. 4 Let 
perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking 
anything. 5 If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives generously to 
all without finding fault, and it will be given to you. (James Chapter 1) 


I learned the true meaning of the Apostle Paul's words when he said, 
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6) Rejoice evermore. 

7) Pray without ceasing. 

8) In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning 
you. (I Thessalonians Chapter 5:16, 17, 18) 


Church, I cannot begin to know what fire you are in right now or what trial you will face 
in the future, but I am telling you that 9) Jesus will be with you in the midst of that 
fire. 


The text doesn't tell us if Hannaniah, Azariah, and Mishael could even see that fourth 
person, but He was there. He is there even when we do not see Him. 
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10) Start claiming the promises of God and you will have an increase in your 
testimonies. 


Faber McMullen III is pastor of Union Grove Baptist Church. Union Grove is one of the 
oldest Baptist Churches in the State of Texas. You may correspond with Pastor McMullen 
at email: uniongrove362@gmail.com or 15301 FM 362, Navasota, TX 77868 


Come Ye Thankful People Come 

We Gather Together 

Give Thanks with a Grateful Heart 

I Have Decided to Follow Jesus (Bill Laird's Testimony) 


I will Call Upon the Lord 
Doxology 


